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l-hry) 

Beiir ■‘^r. Towbo, 

lets ona of tijc nights of yowr ap;;oarance before the ik)usc- IhWiaeriGaii CcEtdttos 
I aiiawered a kaock at isy irlinjiton, Va,, texae aM found a^ytryk ti»re with a oan -Mith 
whcsTi ^ oad woskeci as a ‘‘^^afe^jliivostii^'tor» CisarXes iCrfuaer* Erasier casie ri^it to tho TXdnt 
wi»n I incited tlasi ia: %u^iss 2 xt^ h^p assinst the ootoEd-ttes. 

I could and did supidy it, idiatever they wanted of literally tliousaads of ^oure a£ 
research for wliat would have oesa thf’ first boc^ esposiag tlie lia^iaericsijs, ixiciudiag what 
i JieodBii for ssj own protection* i. have never seen any of this precious ititecial sines, 
ne^^ heard free; hrasor or Ikiytryk, sxvi the booi: was no ioaser possible. If I recall 
_ lij^ytikjc’s subsequent hiEi»ry_correctly, i -premsaa is ail new to yim. Be finked, 
lour igroup did not fi^t as i urged, and the rest is history. 

You eoiHd nave won. I had a tou^sar fi^t and did. They jassed a law still on the 
books to ^t ne axia an associate now dead, convoiDsd a speaial jgr^gi ^ixry to indicts lao, 
held up^t;ifi fippointncnt o£ tlie O.S.ittorosy for tlie xiistrict of Colusbia to insure indict- 
ment. il-5-hoti^ still a brash id.d, I took tire |p*and ^ury army fron the prosecution and did 
what 1 tSuuik ites not siiica been duplicated, forced the ii^ctnent of a oosaittee agait. lies 
■was forced to cx>p a plea for hiss, 

bike you, bfjfore this I was wiiat esuas to be oaiiod a pressature anti-^asciBt, I iy»R-ryw»fa 
very yoms - before I was old eixwgh to cast ny first vote - that tte weak survive the 
powex^^ 0^7- by never ^fending, ^ attacddiig, I never defesided layself against hies, I kept 
ao^,acking^iiis,^ffi«i exHaaitto© has never dared print ry testisony, la order to fight -the 
caiiy way I could avoid suffering your f -tse I had to fight my asjxjoiate, a am old 
■to b© 2 ^' fa^idKsr, m sjg)3ricnGea and cmpstsnt lobbyi^, wi^thout coEprcfflisirsg Vd « casmoc^tions 
with tlio^ vradt^-ifiiiori f$ov<3^isnt; our Bs-tablo3hs£*ntariaa lawyer j the wily proseca^fcor, who 
kept lealring to my friend md laiysr I was doing in about a ■week of griiiing by the 
prosecu-fcor and the overtly^reactimary EKjnbers of tJie grand jury; arid ■the powerful forces 
of whoa Hies was bat on©. In ■fcl'.e end, this prosecutor, later chief war-criiaes prosecutor, 
haa BO rsicli respect for jae fciat gave raj copies of those ^ii-arid-jury aiim^tos against lae 
othsrrs, induoiag Dies, tliat 1 Hi^t in ■the future need, 

in^troduoe iyseif by telling you wJrnt Ed^t indicate tii&t you sufi'erod laore ■than, 
you need Imve. 1 ■t2iiiik you did, I ‘tiink yuu could hsve ■won. 

The cost of timt night to se was ;^ich laore ti^ the loss of tiie enonaous effort tliat 
west i..to tiie research for the book. I soon lost my job. I was thm news and special-events 
director of a radio statfejn oi-ansd hy s. friend who was aucli in my debt, had been edi^cor 
of a sa.^ 2 ine for which, poior -to Rear! harbor, I liad bean ¥ashington correspondmt. He >icS 
haa the courage -fco print the definitive investiija^tior»s 1 did on l»asi cartels gr;; related 
espionage, (Seme was bo is>t "tiiai nobody would touch it,} When he was fired for it - big 
eorjKjrations aiiiays had this kind of influsnce and I hurt ssny of then - I f*ot Ma ^ good 
job in Washington. During World War II, wlim I wound in OSS, 1 was assi|^ to iiia there. 
(Aikl my last asxi^saent before laedieal disoha^^ ami rehiriag as a civilian consultant, was 
cribbed aad appeared as the laovie OSS, in wldch Cagney s-fca^^.) 

Prior -to ikytryk’s visit I had mrsivsd Dies and inside ■the Sta'te ^eoartsmt 

to which X had beem t^^err^ on tijs splittiag of OSS, the otter par-t beconiog CIA. You 
aay raamber "that incideat, "H: was the first of 'tte -viajor "security” cases, in ■which 10 
^jple were fired for m? given reascau Ail but 'two of us vers Jews. One was carried to a 
and tte □■fclier was a of Eistaken idmtiiy. Ail were o-ver-edueated intellectuals 
^ ix^nediate:^ aira ioo^ for ways -to run. I drew a rsajorily tgggtgl^ together, armogsd 
^ree (the rate ^harnan Arnold and Ate Fiortas) and by fighting the li^^t way. again 

<.hen I coula be eciployalie jifter tlis history yet lost mployiaent witii a friend after 
try^ ^ help you ami your fellow ■victLns, it so .used obvious tlsst I could no longer exist 
ejspxo^ by others, Ihis brou^itit about a major change in ly lige that I think- could make a 
gtKXi teok and a aovie, a coabination of The E®; and I and %. Builds iEs Dreaa 



tiiiuga, was ruiaea the ailitary, leadizi^ to a pKJcedeat 
iawsu-t oeiieve Has usau in the rsccait Los *^'eles "iiTport la^uit, I decided to 3X;tm» 

xo vf^^, a Dooi: about what had ha:> eaed to ns, vhm **02311 ICsnnecy was assas*- 

smatea, ana that, too, usaHs a zsia^r change 3ji our lives, 

of this, for the f^t tu^ in years, cam bacic'to na after I Eet imtW w-rHn^ 
at liie nBezacan iJyc^aelxers Assooiatim conventioii this post ^fnne and lie gavc^^a 
giib.si3er‘s prom of two chapters of his !««&. in tliem ho aludSs to this ,4iod and to 
^ ocot^joro ass, timt insocttrat^y. I kmw about it fron having taken in tiis naa who 
was really respc^bie for the Seottsboro defease, hoicLs ^^olma, a foxmr writer who was 

STSf ^teKauio^ nafer oa behalf cf political viotiEs. CoLsan’s pay 

was ^IS-CX) a week, 30 1 invited his to live with ae, a 

_ _ I -wrote Quinn’s publi^er abo&t the factual car^ so it could be con-ected wrote 

separately, %?as told by htn editor t2ait letter vjas forward-ed to his., and 

i ifexYe neara nothing frosa his since. w £ua, anc 

it ’Si=f >“ =i=i»t«n^t»d, 

^ Vdiea tl3c^ xdntary ruined our fai^ag end with it sy uifs»s iusalih, wlien a courtnios 

Secretai:/ of defense hirnslf could not end it, I had to 
^quidate wife iarsxi^J. a gOt. an agent iji lork, had a handsteke deea with a publisher 
xliat he ema fci© would nefce a sovie, and t2isn JTK was aSessinated 

obSoS S^SSSSS experience in inteiligenca, som t.in&s wei« ' 

^ ^i*s to jae, I ciaiv lay agent a and stEa^ai’y and proaotls’- hast sy ai^nt 
^ a nyst^rxoal reaouion, it turned out to be valid* nothing other th/m sveonhanev 

!h, na^d: si. ^ts I «oulu not n 

toto^S5^lS» » *>“ subli.*0=^ --4S »tm diooLms 

oq rv^ * - ^ aw*veA ia.sizi£c ■|;> 3 © sal^^^en haa advance orders for 

aboat 25fOCX) oomes, he bre^-e this c^^nt 4 - 

to reconstruct it. Vd manuscript. I had 

jj_A^ ~ uucu. Ciiat. 1 oia not iiave ecEriplsta carbrais of all 

tills course of acting as sy oioi a#pmt efter 

u ^ evening Post for chapter 

St iS^Caa? Qh fHh WAHHtT 8BK«f. lie 

e. vj-,-^ -i* -■'-’Si erred d3a.xuig«e wirh an agmt, arranged for ifex Wilkinson, of hittan^ 

& ^anson^to repraseat bo, and in a xxitter of weeks the deal was^.^ioSi2: 

j-nas bafn^ m mm ffiie Watergate Caper. A history- vitk i^vnnchist ^bans 
^int -TO suprficial inquiry showed i^^^^cS^din;. with inv 

“• then worfciag for CIA, also beesm asfxxiated 

Sl lean and_a«y. said Oswala had to have been inielli™. 

^ attach a |*otooopy of >fs biogmnhy fr^m L”bo’s 

S« lEs Cl; If-? tlx ••« rKprosanaxica, as in CoatoBnomr:-- Authors, 

ir.ff. f ’ " “OBOotlo iataliie-,noe, until am iaat half of 1970. 

STOUT* ? ST^' *■“ =y=«ia i tli«^ I invontoo th, -unTte- 

'>»<=^,h_»*t-»,lier in that fotoat and in roalnt. ««»» 

subjoot a-oo,.t .-idol, thi .x™Boi.uri^3S- “° ™ « 

fia curoo. 1 or aa olo,»'oo «, cA S £^iiSSSao‘ ™“ *«“ « »»«>- 


ful curse, 

^ ■— «. fc wwfc. ^ » 

i..c acv rcsiu- ;ia.3 oerin virtual boiifcraptcy and no nroeoect f>t nl'i T v, 4 . > 

out of largo ni.®:® bv ou’'' -; <?ht=.-r..- -nr.-io.d t Jl proapect av nix, x have been cheated 

to conpiacate it a bit tm-r-.*. 3 v.ttr.. n„.i, .tu.. 4 . - ^ sexi-satisl action, iuid 

meai 

assas.sination 




t * j -. j «l>. « ■-> ^ •*• — •»*»•-«— -•«■«■— -»-w — >. ...— — — ^ 

coi -uiiis;, about y3:?,CXX> in dolrt, intve on expectable iacan;;- of about S2,000 a year, esHKJd 
vj r^r vife in partatiEie eeiployEKJiit (tbifs is elx>ut 4/Stlis of -ahat It takes to scrsicc sy 
debtj, aaii contisuis to co tise' coanerciaily aiid politically uiipopflar •sork u bessji vbon 
JFK was killed. Most of tiie iKn>-OrHellian yiosk on tsm subject }t&s been done by irresponoibles, 
anoti^er handicap. However, I Imve preserved a reputatioa for intcgidty in it and luive 
developed soJirces iii wiKit is ro^jarded as ’’the otbor side”, includiar a fair nunbcsr of 
iocKl snd federal officials, fSrraer FHI a^^ists, pxosooutors, espcrts, etc. as s renuit 
1 have what was wiiiiseM fros the gorrea &B£ds3ioa, tlsc- mat si-^nificant of liich is not 
verb;?! but offiaiel doc®K->nts tjist were suppressed, %tiiiag was obtained oxacdEstiii&ly, 
files Inciiid©, I would estiisste, perijsrs 15,000 p;?^s of KS sports, fhers are at 
least 2,000 of tbea l*ve rjot yet had tisc to read. v.batll Kcontly I worlsjd a 20~bot:nr 
day, D!ut I noB try to sleep about sir iwurs.) If a r«m por-fjormlly and cnotioaEilly involved 
in }'ds own i,*orlc can offer a disjsisnioiiats ap raisal of it, I’d say you ■.;ouid be iu'U'd-jHifc 
to find ano f'ser of its rsa^pritude. iiy office la>lds 10 file cabinets, all full, and there 
is &303xoxm overflow in ray baesa^it. f’lia does lot cxjuht ry earlier work, anti-fascist 
iavestisation before and after Pearl iiaraor. coritaiiis offiixLal cvidoncs tiuit wciild not 
be cTf3dite<i ivi. a novel. *t is, I tlink, ti=a uost definitive study of 'Sac ,«>rkintts cf 
federal spooics, iacludiir; 'bar. not lirdtod to the F5I. (I carbons of Clii sirr;'’eil'i-aaco 

of lae, to cite aiictlier exarple.) 

What I m tryinc to rcprocent i~ i>*i.-two£in 55,0CX) a;,iid 40,CX)0 hiours of ’.forl: niid its 
yield. I tiiiii: yovr ovs- exporlertce^ perndts you to translate this into norral woilcing 
periods. In tiieae tenrs it equals about 20 years of vo 2 fe. 

inside fro.c the pnlitlCGllj'--i 8 :a;elcoi 2 e JPK assassiriatiffii, in t5io course of this work 
I have devalopei what easily rsike 20 ooedaHy-usefui bO':k^ scVGral with aovle 

poteatjuil. .is I P 43 C fxnd roali-«.' I’ll n<..ver b-c able to wiitc liifm, whether or not froH ns 
li^y cm be Tjubiisir-ible, I have started to givo sc^; away. I ffixo one to a biaek -c-rtter 
who pro:^tly lost his jaiblio-relationB job with iiriii^ in Isew Icrk. If you tldnk 

tiiis is pnrsneid, 1*11 send yov. ific tape of hiii tclliny r>3 wlvit happened to hin. Another 
to the ■'.fife cf a senior IkmtaiZ ecitcr. If you doubt tids, call Welter Glaru;e at Hsn.'tas 
in iiew fork, 7£>5^5Cf>. Still another can naks m. imdstcd Citinan Ihme, about a nach 
richer K5.ai -tiion hearst and frts; his fOi^iOr ciiof of scfcitri'!y, a fomer FBI u£:Qa.t, bil.:e 
this, sovcTiTl of tis, non-fictioii properties l..nd thrcriselver. to fictional -treutnent. 

At least Oils ni^it raals a lY sc. ies, of the an.-fci--tK>^Cjiauuled like ^unlcer. This 

guy iij real and a friend, -tlac noot hjinest cro-..k I’ve ever set. Host^ars tepical -today. 

But X can t do anirthdng -Eii-tii tlrxaa. I would like to be able to, in part, of course, 

■to be able to survilKJ aM coa-tiaiie with 'Hie work a^is as doing today, 'work 1 

regard, ri^itly or wrongly, as isporfcaat in any kaid o^fl^ciety. iJ.i of these properties 
not piirt of 33y work on ti'is aasaasiiui-tioiia end their coEtso^offlaces are, I believe, in tiieio- 
ssivvis, iscrhaKhiic auiaavars -tliat can eitiier help liiike a better society or help deter ths 
increasing authozi'fc'irie.nisB 1 for^KH yi-srs ago end liave tried to coisbat. 

In a sons©, I an in sc^s-thing like the position in whidi you were at tha tdiseof "tlie 
optsing cf this letter, but wi-th coerislderably leas iitorary -fcaleat. Sis unique -tiling you 
■vers a'cXc -to do is bejjsod sy dupiieation. 

3o, I 'write in ■the hope t>;at you say be a'ole -fco and willing -to imlp in whatover 
you can. hot for a toiudi or financial help of any kim but for assistance with what I 
think is worSkwinle in today’s world and can aak© its cun -Eay, I have cnon;^ -to keep a 
orsK of young writers tjoiag for yaars. I'd like to be abit; to keep going nj'-oelf. 

I can X ask you. to invi-to js.- oiit t..ore so I can discus tliese tilings witii you bc-caise 
1 can't tliink of paying for tlKi -trip <5nd tiiero is no longer in-feereet on the canpuaes in igr 
none, hence no speaicing engag-ooents, I l«ive- not began -to feucapsulate the past tint si£irt 
interest you for other thnii li-feerary .urposea. Ssanples Itow I bre^e up the neo-fasdst 
beaatc invostiga-tion of tiie no-\nLe industry in World War II, a Sen-itor who Mod been a 
ixiand i.possibic because of unpaid proiKitioiiai work I'd earlier done to iiclp the revie 
Confassions^of a said. Spy), lior iiave I encosiiptissed tiie full sweep of ty recent worii:, of 
wiiich one nimstm-ticn is sy coik’idontiai relations'aip -aitii J.-iocs Har, Kay. I have dosene 
of hoars of -tapod lutcrvioyB with Iiiei, ueruiera of iiis fondly and fomcr asspeiates, iicveral, 
like hin, intervxewco. iui'iae 3r33d.jauti-Gixiurity jails* A bocttu-isiigtii babeas corpus pe-fci-ticaa 




Witlio;; 

1 trustoii 

to ^ - , - . , , . 

clieat or h5.s lirst caise si«i I eid. the entiro job* 2he literaiy risjits reEaiin aiae, ai3i<^ 
frees Mii£.v becaaes puiilio aosaia ia court* corrfeapoaufeiice Katis iiay is boui~lcne;tii» 

(This* by tils ’wsy* is worts oatailiag sKas porscKiiii UfaUger* ior ■*■ ho-vt; icomec juot aixiiit 
except who puilaa tl® tri^«r and by wisKa liii was paio* Orainariiy I xi^iore 
threats, and I have ru-ceived saim sojaiistieated one* iik- iae piaysAi of "-iie soundtrack 
of Shane to nis by at Zi’jO a*si* in thiB case* oepeciaLty oocause 02 . 12 ^' cirGi£asti.iices» 

I susosnaed investigaticsi at "feis point*) *>ust today i got a Xat'C-nr froa a f ratied 

becauss of iiis earlitfr assoolatioii Hxtii Jazaos* j. onciose a eo]^» at yriu to establish jay 
>»firtg fides in. what jsust sees egotisticai or paranoid, and in coniiaeBoe. 1 tidnk what 
hapP'eneii to iiis cotiLd sake a boos* pcriiaps a ajotis* i linvc it axi in his wiitin^ aziu on 
tape* I interviewed Mn inside Leaveniflerth this ixist l‘iey. ibs Larry in his le tter is 
Lany finicy, of ths Chicagp Sally Sews (51^/321-2121)* John is Jaiaes’ brother* also 
franad, also in Lcaveaworth* 

Please do not sssmae tliat 1 op^ tnis letter isitli reisrunct.- to my" efiorts to hexp 
-/CM r.nf; your L'^ssoairtes ^jben you were in disti'ess bt-'caasa I cunoidex' tint you owe no 
^> 2 x;tbiiig» f'iisit ifaG not sy purpose aJiti it ia not sy foaling* xi x can uske ti i uc to ii£n.p 
habltuai curininais «hen ttey becone victisEi of officiai corruption because of ttie 
principle i-'iVDlbed, it ahoulti be obvious that in a case liiiw yourc* witlioat ciiiuxtai 
taint nr>f^ of political cotive, neitiier tiitaa nor now did or do i bjlieve that victSxis are 
in any ^Jsy indebted to any wiio jjxj^t try to iwiip* x wouxd* in fact, argue uhat such 
help is selfish, thtj a man justififss bis life* 

fou are, today* a bit older than I* fou iiave your ova life and its uejaands ana 

saw you on. 
know Ijow the 

years wear on®, hfiviiig livoci 60 of tiissa pre'cty lully* xf you can do no tiling* x can 
understand it, and you owe ra* xu> explaaatioim, either. 

I close with a suggestrcai i hope you will Jiot regard as a jiiojuse’s arj^gj^e -cotsard 
a giant, X aa one of yo>,ir early a«si.rers, I tliink th-c tin® is pjxjpitious trying to 


de viith, fhc lU:£aai 


idLe liTidre^? wlmt you have done wxui 


s:uch siwjcess wxtu ‘^onmy uot nxs 
nciuded it and o'ilicr great work 


Gun, ‘J}oday’s teea-af?ers luici young adults not-d it as x 
of tiiat era (not all by ekhi who have preserved tiieir integrity* ny curt boa and swirLing 
caps to you!) when X was in tiioso years* 


iiincercly. 


ilarold koisberg 



